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1. How to use this revision guide 

This revision guide is divided into sections. It has tasks for you to complete in each section, 

which will help you to practise the skills and learn the knowledge that you’ll need for the 

AQA English Language exams.  

 

Each task will earn you a certain amount of credits. One way to use the revision guide might 

be to set yourself a number of credits that you need to earn each week. Alternatively, your 

teacher might set you homework in which you need to complete a certain section or earn a 

certain number of credits in a set time.  

 

You can work your way through this guide in order, or just dip in if you’d rather. It’s all 

helpful stuff.  A lot of the time, it can be difficult to know where to start when revising, so in 

the table below you’ll find a suggested week-by-week plan to ensure you’ve covered 

everything by the time the exams come around.  

 

 

 

Week / 
Date 

Topic Suggested Activities 

1   Paper 1  
Reading 
  

Read information on p.4-5, make notes, and complete exam quiz on p.6.   
Complete ‘how writers use language’ quiz on p.7.  
Complete a question 2 from a Paper 1 past paper.   

2  Paper 2 
Reading 

Re-read information on p.4-5.  
Complete ‘how writers use language’ quiz on p.9. 
Complete a question 3 from a Paper 2 past paper. 
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Paper 1 
Reading 

Complete Paper 1 Assessment Objective task on p.12-13. 
Complete ‘how writers use structure’ quiz on p.7-8. 
Complete a question 3 from a Paper 1 past paper. 
 

4 
 

Paper 2 
Reading 

Complete Paper 2 Assessment Objective task on p.12-13. 
Complete ‘question 2 and question 4’ quiz on p.10. 
Complete a question 4 from a Paper 2 past paper.  
 

5  Paper 1 
Writing 

Read and learn LMA way for descriptive writing p.17-18 
Plan 6 descriptions from the photos on p.19-20.  
Choose two of these plans and write up the complete descriptions. 
Go through, checking for SPAG errors and correcting in green. 
 

6  Paper 2 
Writing 

Read and learn information on p.24-25. 
Select and plan 5 answers from the list of tasks on p.25.  
Choose one of these plans and write up in full. 
Check and correct SPAG errors once complete. 

7  Paper 1 Plan 6 stories using the LMA way from the list of titles on p.21.  
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Writing Choose 2 of these and write up in full.  
Edit and improve completed pieces.  
 

8  Paper 1 
Reading 

Complete the exam style reading questions on p.14-16.  
Time yourself – 1 hour per set of questions. 
 

9 
 

Paper 1 
 

Complete a full Paper 1 past paper – time yourself 1 hr 45 min 
Revise subject terminology (verb, adverb, noun, simile, metaphor, 
personification, pronoun, imperative, adjective etc.) 
 

10 
 

Paper 2 
Writing 

Complete SPAG quiz on p.11-12.  
Plan answers for the remaining 5 tasks on p.25. 
Choose 2 and write up in full.  
Correct SPAG errors once complete. 
 

11 
 

Paper 2 
Reading 

Complete the exam style reading questions on p.22-23 
Time yourself – no more than one hour. 
 

12 
 

Paper 2  
 
 

Complete a full Paper 2 past paper – time yourself 1 hr 45 min 
Revise features of article p.24 
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Paper 2  Complete a full Paper 2 past paper – time yourself 1 hr 45 min 
Access mark scheme online and mark yourself.  
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2. What to expect in your English Language exams 
 

You will be taking 2 English Language exams this summer:  

 

• Paper 1 is all about creative reading and writing.  

• Paper 2 is about non-fiction reading and writing.  

 

Paper 1: Explorations in creative reading and writing 

 

• 1 hour, 45 minutes long.  

• Two sections: 

o Section A – Reading fiction – 1 extract, 4 questions, 1 hour – 40 marks 

o Section B – Writing fiction – 1 creative task, 45 minutes – 40 marks 

 

Start with Section B (Writing). Then complete Section A in this order: Q1, Q2, Q4, Q3 

(easiest, language analysis, biggest, hardest)  

 

Question  Key Information 
5 (Section B) Will ask you to write a story or a description. We recommend writing a 

description and following the 15 rule LMA way (see p.18). 
If you choose description, you should use the picture to inspire your 
descriptive writing. 
If you choose story, you can still use the LMA way.  
PLAN YOUR ANSWER. 
 

1 (Section A) Will tell you to read a certain section of the text before finding and listing 
four pieces of explicit information.  
RUB the question first.  
 

4 (Section A) Will ask you to agree or disagree with a statement about the text. You 
need to decide your opinion, find quotes to prove it, and explain how the 
quotes helped you to decide. You need to explain what the quotes make 
you think (interpret the meaning behind them) and discuss the writer’s 
craft. 
 

2 (Section A) Will give you another section of the text and ask you about how the writer 
has used language in this section. 
Find and analyse 3 quotes commenting on effects created by writer. 
Analyse individual words or phrases. 
 

3 (Section A) Will tell you to focus on the whole text and ask you how the writer has 
structured the text, how they have changed the focus, and what effect the 
writer has created by changing the focus. 
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Paper 2 – Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives  

 

• 1 hour, 45 minutes long.  

• Two sections: 

o Section A – Reading Non-Fiction – 2 extracts (21st Century Autobiographical 

writing & 19th Century Essay), 4 questions, 1 hour – 40 marks 

o Section B – Writing Non Fiction – 1 writing task, 45 minutes – 40 marks 

 

Start with Section B (Writing). Then complete Section A in this order: Q1, Q3, Q4, Q2 

(easiest, language analysis, biggest, hardest). 

 

Question Key Information 

5 (Section B) One article to write.  
Follow the LMA way (see p. 24) 
Plan. Plan. Plan.  
 

1 (Section A) Will tell you to focus on a small section of the text and pick the four 
correct statements from a list of 8.  
ONLY choose 4.  
Read instructions carefully first.  
 

3 (Section A) Discuss only one source.  
Make sure it’s the one they tell you to write about!  
Analyse how writer has used language for a particular purpose.  
Analyse individual words and phrases. 
 

4 (Section A) Compare and contrast the attitudes of the writers of each source – 
differences and similarities in their opinions and views.  
Discuss writer’s methods – how they’ve showed you their views.   
Use quotes and connectives.  
 

2 (Section A) Discuss both sources.  
Will ask you to find differences between two aspects of the texts – read 
question carefully to know what you’re looking for.  
Include quotes, make inferences, link with contrasting connectives. 
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4. AQA Exam Layout Questions 
 
20 credits for answering all 

1. Is Paper 1 about fiction or non-fiction 
texts? 

 

2. Do you start with the writing or reading 
questions? 

 

3. How many exam papers do you have to sit 
for English Language? 

 

4. How long are your English Language 
examinations? 

 

5. How many marks are available on your 
English Language papers? 

 

6. Paper 2 is about non-fiction texts. How 
many will they give you to read? 

 

7. Which exam paper (1 or 2) assesses your 
ability to write a description or narrative? 

 

8. Which exam paper (1 or 2) assesses your 
ability to write non-fiction texts? 

 

9. Which exam paper (1 or 2) assesses your 
understanding of 19th and 21st century 
texts? 

 

10. Which order should you answer the 
questions in Paper 1? 
 

11. Which exam paper (1 or 2) asks you to 
compare two texts? 
 
 
 
 

12. Which genres of reading text will be in 
Paper 2? 

 

13. Which order should you answer the 
questions in Paper 2? 

 

14. Which type of writing will you do in Paper 
2? 

 

 
15. Will you have studied the extracts in the 

reading sections of your examinations 
before? 
 
 

16. What does ‘RUB the question’ mean? 

 

17.  What is ‘subject terminology’? 
 

 

18. What is the difference between ‘implicit’ 
and ‘explicit’? 
 
 

19. In Paper 1, Question 1, how many details 
from the text do you need to find and list? 

 

 
 

20. In Paper 2, Question 1 you need to find 
the four true statements about the 
source. How do you indicate the choices 
you’ve made? 
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5. How Writers Use Language – Paper 1 
20 credits for answering the whole 
quiz 

 

1. What is a noun? 

 

2. Underline the nouns in the list below: 

• Car 

• Dog 

• Sitting 

• Quickly 

• Happy 

• Home 

 

3. What is a verb? 

 

4. Underline any verbs in the sentence 

below: 

Nathan slammed the door and ran 

upstairs to his bedroom crying. 

 

5. What is an adjective? 

 

6. Underline the adjectives in the list below: 

• Interesting 

• Difficult 

• Sniggered 

• Emotion 

• Beloved 

 

7. What is an adverb? 

 

8. Underline the adverbs in the sentences 

below: 

• Katie approached us excitedly. 

• She raised an eyebrow at him icily. 

• He began to wring his hands fretfully. 

• His breath caught painfully in his 

chest. 

 

9. When analysing language, you should 

think about the connotations of the 

language choices the writer makes. What 

does ‘connotation’ mean? 

 

10. Writers might use semantic fields in their 

writing. What is a semantic field? 

 

11. What is the semantic field in the following 

sentence? 

The performance was divine; her voice soared 

to the clouds and left her audience feeling as 

though they were dancing with angels. 

 

12. What is a simile? 

 

13. What is a metaphor? 

 

14. Which of the sentences below are similes 

and which are metaphors? 

• His hug was like a warm blanket being 

wrapped around me.  

• My feet were lead as I ran through 

the sludge.  

• Her eyes were lasers, staring right 

through me.  

• It was like waking up in a dream.  

 

15. What is personification? 

 

16. Why might a writer use personification? 

 

17. What is the effect of the personification in 

the following sentence? 

The police helicopter prowled the village, 

its surveying eyes desperately searching 

for the criminal. 

 

18. What is pathetic fallacy? 
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19. Writers will use descriptive language to 

make a text more interesting and 

engaging. They might use: 

• Descriptive techniques and 

vocabulary 

• Imagery like similes, metaphors, 

personification 

• Thoughtful adjectives and verbs 

Underline and label all the descriptive 

features in the paragraph below: 

Lucy dozed. Her neighbour, a computer 

salesman, was pole-axed by alcohol and 

snoring, as she had hoped. The plane 

roared and hummed around her and an 

outbreak of turbulence brought her 

swimming up into consciousness. She 

opened her eyes and saw the flickering 

movie screen, figures mouthing and 

gesticulating. She closed them again and 

dreamed that distant hordes were 

shouting, like football mobs. 

 

20. How many quotations should you find 

and comment on in your answer to 

Paper 1 Question 2? 

 
How Writers Use Structure – Paper 1 

20 credits for the whole quiz. 

Question 3, Paper 1 will ask you how the 

writer has structured their writing to interest 

you as a reader. Structure means ‘the order of 

information in a piece of writing’. So, you are 

looking at the order of events in the source 

and why the writer has chosen to put them in 

this order. 

 

1. First you should read the source, looking 

for moments where the writer’s focus 

changes. What does ‘focus’ mean here? 

 

 

 

2. When you’ve decided what the focus of 

each section is, you need to explain what 

effect the writer was trying to create with 

each different focus. What does ‘writer’s 

effect’ mean? 

 

3. Which of the following is a structural 

feature? 

 

• Simile 

• Question mark 

• Foreshadowing  

• Personification 

 

4. Which of the following definitions would 

explain what a ‘climax’ is? 

• The separation of a text in sections, 

usually indicated by a new line 

• The point during a narrative when the 

action or conflict reaches its peak 

• A conversation between two or more 

people in a narrative 

 

5. What is a flashback? 

 

6. What does the key word ‘develops’ 

mean? I.e. in this section, the writer 

develops the character of Katniss… 

 

7. What does the word ‘introduces’ mean? 

I.e. This section introduces the character 

of Katniss’ mother… 

 

8. What is the correct structural term to 

describe when events in a text are in the 

order in which they happened? 

• Description 

• Structure 

• Paraphrasing 

• Chronological 

 

9. What is the difference between first and 

third person? 

 

10. What is a flash-forward? What is the 

effect of this on a reader? 
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11. If a writer focuses really closely on 

describing one thing, which ‘film 

language’ could you use to describe this? 

 

a. Zooms in 

b. Wide angle 

 

12. Why might a writer focus closely on 

describing one thing? What does this 

show a reader about this thing? 

 

13. What is a ‘circular structure’? 

 

14. Why might a writer use this feature? 

 

15. Underline each of the structural features 

in the list below: 

 

• Punctuation 

• Capital letters 

• Climax 

• Chronological order 

• Pathetic fallacy 

• Paragraphs 

 

 

 

How Writers Use Language – Paper 2 
20 credits for the whole quiz 
 
1. Circle the persuasive devices writers 

might use: 
a. Rhetorical Question 
b. Triplets 
c. Simile 
d. Anecdote 
e. Emotive Language 
f. Personification 

 
2. What is the ‘audience’ of a piece of 

writing? 
 

3. What is the ‘purpose’ of a piece of 
writing? 

 
4. What is the effect of the following 

rhetorical question: How would you feel if 

you had to work 12 hours a day with no 
breaks? 

 
5. Circle the emotive language in the 

following extract: 
 

Every day, innocent children in the 
developing world are forced to slave in 
miserable conditions with no access to 
basic human rights. They dream of a 
loving home, a safe haven, and the right 
to spend their days in school. Many wish 
for death rather than face the heart-
breaking reality of their day to day lives.   

 
6. Choose one piece of emotive language 

from the extract in question 5. Explain its 
effect on the reader.  

 
7. What is the effect of a writer giving the 

opinion of an expert to support their 
views? 

 
8. How will the following statistic help a 

writer to persuade a reader to donate to a 
children’s charity?  

 
85% percent of children in the 
developing world have no access to 
education. 
 

9. What persuasive device has been used in 
the following extract? 

 
Every day Lucia stumbles across the 
rubbish tip, where she works from dawn 
to dusk. In this country she would be in 
school, safe and loved. But Lucia has no 
one to look out for her, no-one to care. 

 
a. Rhetorical question 
b. Triple 
c. Expert opinion 
d. Anecdote 
 

10. Why might a writer begin an article with 
an anecdote about one person before 
moving on to talk about a larger group of 
people? 

 
11. What is ‘tone’ in writing? 
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12. Why might a writer use the personal 
pronoun ‘we’ when trying to persuade a 
reader? 

 
 
Paper 2 - Question 2 and Question 4 
20 credits for the whole quiz. 
 
1. Question 2 asks you to find specific 

differences between the two sources. It 
tells you what you need to look for. How 
many differences should you aim for? 

 
2. What types of words can you use to show 

that two things are different? 

• Adjectives 

• Connectives 

• Verbs 

• Pronouns 
 

3. Question 2 asks you to write ‘a summary 
of the differences’. This means you 
should: 
 
a) Go into a lot of detail? 
b) Give your own opinion? 
c) Use descriptive language? 
d) Keep your answer focused and to the 

point? 
 

4. Question 4 asks you to ‘compare’ the 
writers attitudes and viewpoints in both 
sources. What do you need to look for? 

 
a. Differences? 
b. Similarities? 
c. Both? 

 
5. ‘In Question 4, you only need to compare 

the writer’s viewpoints and perspectives. 
You don’t need to find similarities or 
differences in the techniques they use.’  
 
True or false? 
 

6. ‘You must provide a quotation from each 
source to prove each similarity or 
difference you write about’. 

 
True or false? 
 

7. ‘Although you don’t need to find 
similarities or differences in the 
techniques the writers use, you do need 
to explain how each writer gets their 
attitudes across in the quotes you pick.’ 

 
True or false? 
 

8. Sort the following connectives into 
comparing connectives (ones you’d use to 
show similarities) and contrasting 
connectives (ones you’d use to show 
differences). 

 
Conversely  Equally 
Correspondingly Also 
In the same way Contrastingly 
Similarly  However 
Whereas  On the other hand 
Likewise  Alternatively 
In contrast  

 
 
SPAG skills (A06) 
20 credits in total 

1. Underline the correct spelling below: 

 

• Reccommend 

• Recomend 

• Recommend 

• Recommend 

 

2. Underline the correct spelling below: 

 

• Definitely 

• Definately 

• Defanately 

• Defanitely 

 

3. Highlight the correct homophones in the 

sentences below: 

 

• There/ Their are many reasons why 

extending the school day is a terrible 

idea. 

• If your/you’re caught using your 

mobile phone, it will be confiscated. 

• Staff agreed that their/they’re/there 

lessons could be more interesting.  
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• The Headteacher believes that 

too/to/two many pupils in Year 11 are 

not dealt with effectively. 

• Your/You’re future depends on how 

hard you work now.  

• Our local councils can’t cope with the 

amount of litter on our streets. That’s 

why there/their/they’re going on 

strike this Friday. 

• Some argue that healthy food is 

too/to/two expensive too/to/two buy 

regularly. 

 

4. Which of the following sentences use 

apostrophes correctly? 

• The teachers class were working really 

hard. 

• The pupil’s books had all been 

marked. 

• The pupils’ books had all been 

marked. 

• The girls’ toilets have been cleaned. 

• The exam’s have been sent off to the 

examiner. 

• There’s too much noise in this 

classroom. It’s unacceptable. 

 

5. Which of the following sentences are NOT 

punctuated correctly? 

 

• Football which is my favourite sport 

takes over my life. 

• The exam was really difficult, it had 

too many questions in it, at the end of 

it Katie said she had done really well 

and I felt like she was showing off. 

• I couldn’t believe my luck; I had won 

£10 on the lottery, even though it was 

the first time I had bought a ticket! 

• Unbelievable! 

• Nathan was sauntering through the 

office, whispering to himself. 

• ‘Get down here now’ mum shouted 

 

6. Now identify and correct all the errors in 

the passage below – there are 15 errors. 

 

Fantastic Mr Urban Fox, The reason why 

our so called pests are so at home in our 

citys. 

 

Wisper it – but deep down, we city 

dwellers love our urban foxes. 

 

We may curse them when we find the 

contents of a wripped bin-bag strewn 

acros the road or when their barking has 

disturbed our suburban slumbers. But all 

this hostility is just an act, secretly, we 

adore these red-coated invaiders – as you 

can tell from our typical response to 

spotting one maybe as it trots acros the 

road or saunters casualy along a garden 

wall. We stop for a moment and stair, 

marvelling at the sight of such a 

resourceful intelligent and quite large wild 

animal so thouroughly at home in our 

human habitat. Its like a little bit of the 

countryside has suddenly come to town. 

 

You can find the correct answers by 

following the link below. You will need to 

go to page 3 of the past examination 

paper in the link. The question above uses 

the headline, subheading and paragraph 1 

of the article. 

 

http://pastpapers.download.wjec.co.uk/s

12-4171-02a.pdf 

http://pastpapers.download.wjec.co.uk/s12-4171-02a.pdf
http://pastpapers.download.wjec.co.uk/s12-4171-02a.pdf
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6. Assessment Objectives 
40 credits for the whole task 

 
This section will help you to understand which Assessment Objective each question in 
the exam is assessing. This means you will know which skills you need to show off when 
answering each question.  
 
Read the Assessment Objectives (AOs) carefully and then decide which AO each 
question is testing.  
 
English Language Assessment Objectives 
 

AO You need to show that you can: 

AO1 Identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. Select 
and synthesise evidence from different texts. 
 

AO2 Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure 
to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject 
terminology to support their views. 
 

AO3 Compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are 
conveyed, across two or more texts 
 

AO4 Evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual 
references. 
 

AO5 Communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting 
tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. 
Organise information and ideas, using structural and grammatical features 
to support coherence and cohesion of texts. 
 

AO6 Candidates must use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for 
clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation. 
 

 
English Language Paper 1 (20 credits for this quiz) 
 
Paper 1 assesses A01, A02, A04, A05 and A06. It does not assess A03 as there is only one 
source to read. 
 
Q1 – List 4 things from this part of the text about…. 
Which AO is it testing? ________ 
 
Q2 – How does the writer use language here to describe… 
 
You could include:  
• Words and phrases  
• Language features and techniques  
• Sentence forms  
Which AO is it testing? ________  
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Q3 – How has the writer structured the text to interest you as a reader?  
 
You could write about:  
• What the writer focuses on at the beginning  
• How and why the writer changes the focus as the extract develops  
• Any other structural features that interest you 
 
Which AO is it testing? _________ 

 
 
Q4 – A student, having read this text, said: “The writer really brings the character to life 
for the reader.” To what extent do you agree? 
In your response you could:  
• Consider your impressions of the character  
• Evaluate how the writer brings her relationships to life  
• Support your opinions with quotations from the text 

 
Which AO is it testing? _________ 

 
Q5 – You are going to enter a creative writing competition. Your entry will be judged by 
a panel of people your own age.  
 

• Either: write a description suggested by this picture 
 

• Or: write the opening part of a story that involves a child and parent  
 
Which AOs is it testing? __________ 

 
English Language Paper 2 (20 credits for this quiz) 

 
Paper 2 assesses A01, A02, A03, A05 and A06. It does not assess A04.  

 
Q1 – Choose 4 statements below which are true. 
Which AO is it testing?_________ 
 
Q2 – Use details from both sources. Write a summary of the differences between… 
Which AO is it testing? _________ 
 
Q3 – Refer only to source B. How does the writer use language to…? 
Which AO is it testing? 
 
Q4 – Refer to both sources. Compare the writers attitudes to… 
 
In your answer, you should:  
• Compare their different attitudes  
• Compare the methods they use to convey their attitudes  
• Support your ideas with quotations from both texts 
 Which AO is it testing? ___________ 
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Q5 – Write an article for a broadsheet newspaper in which you explain your point of 
view on... 
 
Which AO is it testing? ___________ 

 
 
 
 
 

7. Exam Style Questions 
 

AQA Paper 1 Questions – Set 1  
Spend 1 hour on these 4 questions 

 

Read this extract. The incident is told by George Bailey, a plain clothes policeman, who is on 

duty with his colleague, Keith. 

 In the middle of the afternoon, Keith and I were ordered to assist at what we were told was 

a serious incident. We nearly always worked together at times like this.  

There was a police inspector already at the scene when we got there, crouching behind his 

patrol car. Keith calmly parked our car and we strolled over to him. As usual, Keith wanted 

to be seen as the tough, all-action, plain-clothes cop. He did things his way, and he took 

every chance to make it clear what he thought of inspectors in uniform who spend most of 

their time filling in forms or drinking tea in the police station, instead of being out on the 

streets nicking villains. He sneered at the inspector, shaking his head.  

“I bet he’s not been out of the station for five years,” he said to me, making no attempt to 

lower his voice. Then he spoke directly to the inspector.  

“What’s going on? Cornered a gang of bank robbers have you?” he said sarcastically. 

“There’s a man in the building with a firearm,” the inspector said without turning round. 

“Name of Rainbow Ron. You might want to get your heads down before he blows them off.” 

“Who’s Rainbow Ron when he’s at home?” asked Keith, still standing by the car. He 

wouldn’t duck down – not yet. He would decide for himself when the situation was 

dangerous. 

Keith and I were just lighting up some cigarettes when there was the crack of a shot. 

Instinctively, we scooted down behind the patrol car.  

The inspector was screaming, “He’s got a gun! He’s got a gun!” but Keith had seen 

something glinting in the gutter and crawled across to it. He picked up what looked like a 

tiny silver mushroom – an air-gun pellet. He began to laugh, delighted he could put this 

inspector in his place. He handed the pellet to the inspector, saying, “Here, a souvenir of 

your first shoot-out. It’s only a kid’s air rifle.” He began walking towards the derelict house. 

“Come out with your hands up,” he shouted, “or I’ll stuff that pop-gun right up your 

backside.” 
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Now answer the questions below: 

 

1. Read lines 1-10. List 4 things you find out about Keith. 

 

2. Read lines 8-22. How has the writer used language to reveal the character of Keith to the 

reader? 

You could comment on:  

• Words and phrases. 

• Language features and techniques 

• Sentence forms 

 

3. Now read the whole source. How has the writer structured this to capture your interest 

as a reader? 

You should comment on: 

• What the writer focusses your attention on at the beginning. 

• How and why the writer changes focus as the extract develops. 

• Any other structural features that capture your interest. 

 

4. Focus your answer on the whole source. A student, who read this, said “the writer does 

a really good job of making Keith an unlikeable character in this extract. He clearly wants 

us to hate him.”  

 

To what extent do you agree? 

 

In your response you could: 

• Consider your own impressions of Keith. 

• Evaluate how the writer conveys these impressions.  

• Support your response with references to the text.  

 
 
 
 

AQA Paper 1 Questions – Set 2 

Spend one hour on these four questions 

This passage is set in Canada where two brothers, Arthur and Jake, live with their parents on 

a remote farm. In this incident they are taking two cows to a neighbouring farm. 

They came to the bridge. It was roughly made with poles and ropes and wooden planks, 

sturdy enough, but the poles were long and had a fair bit of spring in them. Fifteen feet 

below, Crow River boiled its way over the rocks. 

‘It’s really raging,’ Jake said, peering down into the foaming water. Arthur tied his cow to the 

handrail of the bridge. ‘We’ll take yours first,’ he said. 

Arthur pushed from one end and Jake pulled from the other. Arthur was saying, ‘OK, girl, it’s 

OK,’ and Jake was saying, ‘Come on you stupid cow!’ They got her over in the end and tied 
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her to the rail, and started back across the bridge. Jake stopped in the middle and bounced, 

experimentally. Arthur grabbed the handrail. 

‘What are you doing?’ he said. 

‘I forgot this was so good,’ Jake said. ‘It really dances.’ He leaned over, trying to see 

underneath the bridge. Arthur reached the other end and stepped onto firm ground. ‘See 

that pole?’ Jake said. ‘The one underneath? Bet you couldn’t go hand over hand – you know, 

hanging from it. All the way across.’ 

Arthur didn’t bother replying. 

‘Bet you couldn’t,’ Jake said, grinning at him. 

‘Let’s get this cow across,’ Arthur said. 

‘Bet I could go across, if you’re scared to,’ Jake said. ‘Bet you’. 

‘Bet you.’ His favourite phrase since the day he was born. He turned everything – everything 

– into a competition. It seemed so pointless, since he was better than Arthur at everything 

anyway. He just had to keep proving it. 

 

1. Read lines 1-3. List four details you find out about Crow River and the bridge across it.  

 

2. Read lines 4-11. How has the writer used language here to describe the character of 

Jake?  

 

You could comment on: 

• Words and phrases 

• Language features and techniques 

• Sentence forms 

 

 

3. Now focus your attention on the whole source. How has the writer structured this text 

to interest you as a reader? 

 

You should comment on: 

• What the writer focusses your attention on at the beginning. 

• How and why the writer changes focus as the extract develops. 

• Any other structural features that capture your interest. 

 
 

4. Now read from lines 5 to the end. A student, reading this section, said ‘Jake and Arthur 
have a very difficult relationship. They don’t seem to get on very well.’ 

 
To what extent do you agree?  
 
In your response you should: 
 

• Consider your own impressions of the relationship between the two boys.  

• Evaluate how the writer has conveyed these impressions to us.  

• Support your response with references to the text.  
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The LMA Way for Paper 1 Q5 Writing 

 

LMA Six Camera method 

1. Weather – establish a tone 

2. Zoom out - focus on whole scene 

3. Zoom in - focus on specific character/s 

4. Zoom in - something which prompts a flashback 

5. Zoom in - the flashback 

6. Zoom out – create a contrast by using the weather and the main character 

 

Rules 

1. Start with description of weather 

2. Use a colon / semi-solon in weather description 

3. Weather description must have personification 

o e.g. the glaring clouds massed in the sky above 

4. Start 2nd paragraph ‘Under the …. sky/clouds, sat the… Or different verb that a person might 

do. This will make sure your paragraphs connect. 

5. Use colon for single word/phrase explanation 

e.g. There was only one thing he wanted: relief. 

There was only one thing she was worried about: seeing her boyfriend. 

There was only one thing that could calm her fears: speaking to her mum. 

6. Use a more…more sentence 

o The more he saw of the situation, the more he wanted to be somewhere else. 

o The more the wind blew, the more the people drew up the collars of their coats 

7. Use contrast (adults and children, men and women, busy and calm) 

8. Use flashback from memories to provide contrast 

9. List ambitious colour vocabulary in one sentence 

o The man’s gaze was drawn to the ripening fruit: the wild crimson of the 

strawberries; the jade green of the limes; and the saffron melons 

10. Use extended similes by 

o Adding an adjective e.g. The children ran around like angry wasps. 

o Adding information using which / that e.g. He stormed into the room like a torrent 

of lava that had been released from a volcano. 

11. Have a single, short sentence paragraph 

12. Towards the end, contrast with the weather at the beginning and return to the main 

character 

o e.g. the clouds retreated… 

13. In final paragraph, have a couple of lines which bring you back to the present. 

14. Short sentences at end of final paragraph. 

15. Craft more, write less. 
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Here’s an example. How many of the rules can you spot? 
 
Face of a Man. 

The glaring clouds massed in the sky blocking the meagre light which escaped from the winter sun. 

Moving across the faint beams of light, the army of clouds marched in time with the gusty wind like 

battle-weary soldiers approaching their final battle. The colour of each cloud was varied enough to 

make each a separate figure: charcoal grey mushroom shapes; gunmetal silver streaks; and slate 

bulges.  

Under the threatening sky, lay the forgotten park. It’s circular paths and carefully shaped flower 

beds hinted at a glorious past. A time when the whole of the community – rich and poor, young and 

old – came to walk across its beautiful lawns and admire nature’s skill. The paths would be full of 

happy children dragging parents towards the playground, and loving couples linking arms and 

leaning in to achieve a closeness of body and unity of motion. But now the park was largely ignored. 

Its paths were empty, and the playground equipment covered in the rust which appears on the 

unused and neglected. 

Sitting quietly on a park bench, the old man threw chunks of bread to the waiting ducks ignoring the 

crumbs falling on his worn-out shoes. There was only one thing he wanted: company. As the ducks 

clumsily barged into each other to attack the largest crumbs on the floor, smaller sparrows glided 

down from nearby tress to grab the tiniest of crumbs. At this explosion of noise, the man’s mouth 

moved upwards into the first, briefest start of a smile. However, this tiny movement of facial 

muscles didn’t last long. The more bread the man threw, the closer he was to running out. And the 

man knew the birds weren’t there to be his companion. When there was no more food, they would 

fly off. 

As the very last of the birds disappeared into the trees, the man abandoned the silent bench, rose 

and walked to the other side of the park. He spotted a lone man pushing his son on a balance bike. 

The boy’s joyful shrieks filled the air as he desperately tried to go as fast as possible without toppling 

over. He was too young and too involved in his adventure to notice the strange mixture of fear and 

pride spread across his father’s face as his son made his first movement towards independence. 

But the old man noticed. 

He remembered his son moving out to college. Full of enthusiasm and energy, he promised to study 

hard and return home whenever he could. At first the visits were regular but with each year, they 

became fewer and fewer. Eventually, they stopped altogether and were replaced by texts, calls, and 

video messages. Peering at a screen was the closest they got to each other.  

The clouds advanced further across the sky, a large drop of rain fell, and the old man peered up at 

the blackening horizon. He ambled slowly towards the exit. Not rushing. Nor hurrying home. He 

knew there was no need to race back to an empty home. 

 
 
Example questions 
 
These are like those questions you will have in question 5.  There are 10 credits available per plan 
produced and 100 credits available for each completed task. 
 
Write a description based on one of the following pictures. Again, 10 credits are available per plan 
and 100 credits are available for a completed piece of writing.  
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OR 

• Write a story entitled ‘The Long Walk Home’ 

• Write a story about enemies.  

• Write a story about a poor decision. 

• Write a story about the end of a friendship. 

• Write a story about an unexpected result.  

• Write a story entitled ‘The Letdown’. 

• Write a story entitled ‘Fight’.  

• Write a story about a parent and a child.  

• Write a story entitled ‘The Old Man’. 

• Write a story about a change in fortune.  

• Write a story entitled ‘Bravery’.  

• Write a story about a journey.  

• Write a story about two people from different backgrounds.  

• Write a story with the title ‘Changes’. 
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AQA Paper 2 Questions 
 

Source A: The Revenge of the Couch Potato 

I have hated exercise all my life, but recently I have felt the need to reconsider my 

entrenched views against physical activity. This would almost certainly never have been the 

case had obesity not been in the news daily of late and, more crucially, had I not given birth 

to three boys who have no truck whatever with keeping still. It occurred to me that if I 

wanted to keep up with them, even if only to chase and wallop (well, chase) them, then I 

was going to have to become a degree fitter than the useless couch potato I had always 

been.  

So it was that I took myself off to a specialist running shop. I felt a complete fraud as I paid 

£80 for a pair of shoes that made me look like a proper runner even though I had not run 

more than a couple of yards for more than a decade. But, with the cost in mind, the 

following morning I put them on and closed the front door behind me. I took a deep breath 

and ran the five minutes to the park, the mile or so round its outer ring, and then the five 

minutes home. It took 20 minutes and it was a form of torture beyond my worst imaginings. 

I gasped for air as if I were trapped in a large plastic box. Dog walkers took fright, some of 

them giving me a look as if to say should they call an ambulance, and I nearly let them. 

When I got home I had to lie down for an hour. 

The next day matters were just as bad, and the next and the next, but I couldn’t give up 

because I’d shelled out 80 quid. I was too mean to stop and so, despite the torture, I carried 

on and, somehow, a year passed by. It was still torture and the fitness everyone promised 

never seemed to come. I just became more accustomed to it. 

 

Source B: A Wheel Within a Wheel 

Not a single friend encouraged me to learn to ride the bicycle except a young schoolteacher 
who came several times with her bike and gave me lessons. But at fifty-three I was at more 
disadvantage than most people, for not only had I the problems that result from the 
unnatural style of dress, but I also suffered from a lack of exercise.  
 
Those who loved me best, and who considered themselves largely responsible for me, did 
not encourage me, but thought I should, " break my bones " and "spoil my future." It must 
be said, however, to their everlasting praise, that they raised no objection when they saw 
that I was firmly set to do this thing. 
 
 Many doctors are now coming to regard the bicycle as beneficial to the health of women as 
well as of men and I agree entirely with them. One doctor said: "As an exercise, bicycling is 
superior to most, if not all, other activities. It takes one into the outdoor air; it is entirely 
under control; can be made gentle or vigorous as one desires; is active; takes the rider away 
from the thoughts and cares of his daily work; and develops his attention and 
independence. Moreover, the exercise is well and equally distributed over almost the whole 
body, and no muscle is likely to be over-exercised."  
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Needless to say, when I was learning to ride a bicycling costume was necessary. This 
consisted of a skirt and blouse of tweed, with belt, rolling collar, and loose cravat, the skirt 
three inches from the ground; a round straw hat, and walking-shoes with gaiters. It was a 
simple, modest suit, to which no person of common sense could take exception.  
If I am asked to explain why I learned the bicycle I should say I did it because my doctor kept 
telling me, "Live out of doors and take much exercise" but I have always hated walking and 
horseback- riding, which does promise vigorous exercise, is expensive. The bicycle meets all 
the conditions to keep healthy. Therefore, I learned to ride.  
 
I did it from pure natural love of adventure, and because a good many people thought I 
could not do it at my age. As nearly as I can make out, it took me about three months, with 
an average of fifteen minutes' practice daily, to learn, first, to pedal; second, to turn; third, 
to dismount; and fourth, to mount independently this most mysterious animal. In just three 
months I had made myself master of the most remarkable, ingenious and inspiring machine 
ever devised upon this planet. 

 

Now answer the following questions: 

Q1. Read again the first part of Source A from lines 1-7. Choose four statements below which 
are TRUE.  
 

• The writer has always loved to exercise.  

• The writer wants to be fitter in order to keep up with her young sons.  

• The writer wants to be fitter to become better looking. 

• The writer has hated exercise for a very long time.  

• The writer is concerned about obesity.  

• The writer is changing her mind about the need for exercise.  

• The writer’s children are quite lazy. 

• The writer started exercising because she became ill.  

 

Q2. Use details from both sources. Write a summary of the differences between the two 
writers’ reasons for wanting to exercise more.  
 
Q3. You now need to refer to only Source B. How has the writer used language to persuade 
the reader about the benefits of cycling? 
 
Q4. For this question, you need to refer to the whole of Source A and the whole of Source B.  
 
Compare how the two writers convey their different attitudes to exercise. 
 
In your answer, you could: 
 

• Compare their different attitudes 

• Explain the methods they use to convey these attitudes 

• Support your ideas with references from both texts.  
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The LMA Way for Eng Lang Paper 2 Q5 

Paper 2 Section B will ask you to write an article. 
 

• Adopt a persona wherever possible. Challenge: make it satirical 

• Title = main topic: a complete___  ___  

o Smoking ban: a complete nanny state 

o Electronic curfews: a complete destruction of parental rights 

o School uniform: a complete fashion disaster 

 

• Structure 

LMA Structure LMA Challenge structure 

Establish your argument Establish your argument against the statement OR 
against those with different views 

2-3 Reasons to support your argument in 
separate paragraphs 

3 reasons to support your argument in separate 
paragraphs (2 more straightforward, 1 more 
challenging) 

Anecdote – how topic affects real life (you 
or persona) 

Anecdote – comparing past to present  
(past negative v present positive OR past positive v 
present negative) 
 

Single sentence paragraph Single sentence paragraph 

Call to action – persuade people to act, or 
resist change (include a phrase/idea from 
your first paragraph) 
 

Call to action – persuade people to act, or resist 
change (include a phrase/idea from your first 
paragraph) 

 

Key sentence structures 

• Easy solution: 

o Easy solution: look it up on your phone 

o Easy solution: ban school uniform 

o Easy solution: quit smoking 

• We need action – bold and swift action. 

• With 67% of …., is it any wonder that our nation’s …. ? 

o With 67% of young teens struggling with their identity, is it any wonder that our 

nation’s children are drowning in a sea of mental health issues? 

• As a …, it is my right… 

o As a citizen, it is my right to have politician who tell the truth 

o As a student, it is my right to receive the best quality education available. 

• Appreciate another person’s view, then crush it 

o I’ve seen other mothers commenting on the benefits of electronic curfews. Nonsense. 

o The government would have you believe that we should all support their new law. 

Codswallop. 

• Do they...? Do they…? If they don’t… 

o Do they help to improve your children’s mental health? Do they help to bring 

harmony to your family life? If they don’t, then the only solution is to ignore the 

school’s never ending demands for homework. 

• This does not only apply to me; …. up and down the country would be impacted by 

o This does not only apply to me; families up and down the country would be impacted 

by this loss of freedom.  
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• 1st person plural rhetorical question 

o Surely we don’t want to…? 

o How have we let the situation…? 

o Is this the best we can do? 

• Use imperatives to speak to reader. Indulge me for a second and…. 

o Indulge me for a second and imagine a better society. Imagine a society where… 

o Indulge me for a second and think back to the last time you enjoyed shopping online. 

 
The key questions to ask when creating a piece of persuasive writing are: 

• What is the purpose? (the reason for the task) 

• Who is the audience? (the person or people reading it) 

• What is the tone? (formal, informal, lively, serious, chatty, persuasive) 

 
Article 
 
An article is a piece of writing included in a newspaper or magazine. It is not the headline news, but 

a discussion of a topical issue, often from a particular point of view. 

Features: 

• A title 

• A lively opening providing an idea, example or anecdote to interest the reader 

• A clearly-argued position on the topic being discussed 

• A clear variation in sentence lengths, showing impact, subtlety and clarity 

• Possible consideration of the opposing views, but better to be lively than measured 

• Integration of supporting evidence and examples 

• An effective conclusion 

 
 

 

The following questions are all similar to Question 5 in Paper 2. You can plan your response 

to these, with 10 credits for each plan, or answer the questions in full. 100 credits are 

available for each completed piece of writing.  

1. Twitter is a waste of time. Some people spend all their time on it; some people use it for political 

gain. People should be accessing the world in a more productive way.’ Write an article for a 

broadsheet newspaper in which you explain your point of view on this statement. 

 

2. ‘Movie sequels are a waste of time for everyone but the actors and movie-makers.’ Write an 

article for a popular magazine giving your opinion on this statement. 

 

3. A local play area is going to be razed to the ground so that property developers can build a new 

supermarket in a residential area. Write an article for your local newspaper giving your views on 

this. 

 

4. The government have announced that global warming has reached such a critical level that they 

are banning the production of any more paper in order to save trees. Write an article for an 

environmental magazine giving your opinion on this. 

 

5. Write an article for a travel blog, documenting your most recent holiday. 
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6. A local paper recently published an article entitled ‘Today’s teens are rude, drunk and out of 

control’. Write an article for the same paper, giving your views on this.  

 

7. Write an article giving your views on whether social media is a positive or negative influence in a 

teenager’s life.  

 

8. Write an article for the school newspaper giving your views on the school uniform. You can 

choose to argue for keeping the uniform, changing it or removing it altogether.  

 

 

9. The government has suggested removing exams in Year 11 as studies have shown they can lead 

to too much pressure for teenagers. Write an article for a broadsheet newspaper giving your 

views on this and persuading them to agree with you. 

 

10. Write an article for a magazine which persuades the reader to take up a sport. 

 

 


