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Kamikaze pilots 

Background and Context 

 Kamikaze was published in 2013. 

 Kamikaze translates as ‘divine wind’.  

 Kamikaze pilots agreed to fly suicide missions to sink 
warships in the latter stages of World War Two. 

 It was deemed a great honour to fly a kamikaze mission 
(and, therefore, a great dishonour not to complete it). 

 Samurai were skilled warriors who followed a strict code of 
honour and loyalty until death. Some kamikaze pilots took 
their samurai swords with them. 

 The poem questions whether dying as part of his mission 
would have been preferable to living alone and rejected. 
 

Synopsis of the poem 

 A kamikaze pilot abandons his suicide mission and returns 
home, only to be ostracised by his family and community. 

Form and Structure 

 A narrative poem 

 Most of the poem is written in the third person, reporting 
what the daughter says about her father. The final 2 
stanzas are mostly in first person, in which the daughter 
speaks directly. 

 Made up of 7, 6-line stanzas 

 There are only 3 sentences in the whole poem. The first 5 
stanzas are all one sentence. This highlights the 
conversational tone of the poem. 

Vocabulary 

 Embarked – set out 

 Incantations – spells 

 Translucent – clear enough to let light through 

 Swathes – pieces or strips of material used to wrap 
something 

 Shoals – groups (of fish) 

 Cairns – a stack of stones piled together 

 Turbulent – stirred up, stormy 

 Breakers – waves that hit the shore 

 Sodden – soaked through 

Quotations 
‘A shaven head full of powerful incantations’: suggests the kamikaze pilots were brainwashed. 
‘incantations’ suggests they were under a spell (of the Emperor) to believe they had to kill themselves to 
achieve honour. 
‘Strung out like bunting/on a green-blue translucent sea’: image showing the calm, peaceful beauty of 
the world in contrast to the conflict the pilot is flying to. Suggests that the pilot could not face leaving 
the beauty behind. 
‘must have wondered/which had been the better way to die’: his decision led him to be ostracised by 
his family and community. Shows the impact of the choice he made and questions whether it would 
have been better to have died with honour. 
‘they treated him/as though he no longer existed’: ironic, as he chose to live and carry on existing 

Poetic Techniques 

 Enjambment used extensively to support the conversational tone of the poem 

 Repetition of ‘must have’ emphasises that the daughter never knew what her father felt about his decision  

 The impact of the father’s decision is highlighted through: the use of the first full stop in the poem; the change of 
speaker and person (from third to first); and the use of italics. 

 Sibilance – ‘dark shoals of fishes/flashing silver as their bellies/swivelled towards the sun’. The ‘sh’ sounds could 
represent the sea or the rush of air when flying 

 Dense descriptions of the beauty and riches of the sea (loose silver, dark prince), contrast with the fact that the sea 
would have been the father’s grave. 

 Contrasts the welcome given to the safe return of the grandfather from fishing with the shameful return of the father. 

Links 
 

The Charge of the Light Brigade 
Poppies 
Remains 
 

Tone 
Regretful, sorrowful, pitying, wondering 



 


