
Resources and potable water recall questions

1. Name 4 things humans use the earth’s resources for. Provide warmth, shelter, food and transport

2. Name 4 things natural resources/agriculture provide for humans. Food, timber, clothing, fuel

3. What does sustainable development mean in terms of current generations and future generations? 
Meets the needs of current generations without compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs

4. Name two renewable resources that could be used as fuels. Trees, pig poo

5. Water that is safe to drink is called ? potable

6. What are two things that should have a low level to make water potable. Dissolved salts, microbes

7. What two things are done to water to make it potable in the UK? Filtered, sterilised

8. Name three sterilising agents for potable water. Chlorine, ozone, uv light

9. Name two ways to desalinate sea water. Distillation, reverse osmosis through membranes

10. Why is desalination of sea water not very common. Requires a lot of energy

11. What two things need to be removed from sewage and waste water? Organic matter and harmful 
microbes

12. Write down 4 steps in sewage treatment. Screening and grit removal, sedimentation to produce 
sewage sludge and effluent, anaerobc digestion of sewage sludge, aerobic treatment of effluent



Resources and potable water application questions

1. Explain why using fossil fuels is not sustainable.

2. Explain why growing crops to produce fuels might not be a good idea.

3. Explain why desalination of water usually only happens in desert 
countries with lots of oil resources.

4. Plastics can now be made using corn as a raw material. Evaluate 
whether it is better to use oil or corn as a starting material.

5. Describe the process of phytomining.

6. Describe the process of bioleaching.

7. Explain why scrap iron can be used to obtain copper metal from 
solutions of copper compounds.


