
Lesson 1: Was James I a good King? 
Key words for this lesson:
Bankrupt: When a person or business does not have enough money to pay 
off its debts.
Divine right of Kings: The belief that kings and queens could do as they 
wished as they are appointed by God.
Different interpretations means the different meanings/ explanations  that 
people form about events/ people.
James became King of England in 1603 when Elizabeth died, He was the son 
of Mary Queen of Scots. He did not always get on with parliament. When 
they did not do what he wanted he sent them away for ten year! He also 
upset the Catholics and Protestants and some people said he was rude and 
scruffy with bad manners. Other people presented him as a powerful and 
strong leader 

Topic 2a knowledge organiser: Key question: Why were there religious and political divisions in Stuart England? 

Lesson 2: Were the gunpowder plotters framed? 
Key words for this lesson:
Traitor: A person who betrays someone or
something, such as a friend, cause, or principle.
Plotter: A person who plots to commit a crime.
Treason: The crime of betraying one's country
by overthrowing the monarch.

The Gunpowder Plot The Catholic King James I passed laws against Catholics and forced 
Catholic priests to leave England. In 1605 when Parliament was due to be opened, Robert 
Catesby, (the leader) Thomas and Robert Winter, Christopher and John Wright and Thomas 
Percy, along with Guy Fawkes tried to blow it up. Lord Monteagle received a letter warning him 
not to go to Parliament that day. The King was warned so the cellars were searched and Guy 
Fawkes was caught. After being tortured he confessed and gave the names of the other 
plotters. They were executed by being hanged, drawn and quartered.  Some people suggest 
that the plotters were framed (set up.) 

Lesson 3: Why did the English Civil War break out in 1642?
Key words for this lesson: 
Civil War: A war between two groups within the same country
Royalist: A supporter of the King
Parliamentarian: A supporter of Parliament.
Charles I believed in the Divine Right of Kings, that the monarch had been chosen by God. He ruled 
without Parliament for 11 years, married a Catholic called Henrietta Maria, which upset the Puritans in 
Parliament. He believed Parliament should give him more money. When they didn’t he introduced a tax 
called the ship tax, which taxed people to build ships to protect from invasion, even if they lived near the 
coast and England wasn’t at war.  Parliament sent a long list of complaints to the king so he responded by 
sending 300 soldiers to London to try and arrest the MPs (Members of Parliament.) Both sides then began 
to get their armies ready.  The first great battle was Edgehill in 1642. 

Lesson 4: Roundheads vs Cavaliers. Who 
had the strongest army?
Key words for this lesson: 

Royalists/ Cavaliers: Supporters of  King 
Charles
Parliamentarians/ Roundheads: 
Supporters of Parliament 
Cavalry: Soldiers on horseback 

Charles’ supporters were known as 
Royalists and Cavaliers. They had 
support in the South West, North and 
Wales. They also had Catholic support. 
Parliament’s supporters were called 
Parliamentarians or Roundheads. They 
had support in the South and around 
London. They had many Puritan
supporters. Soldiers included Pikemen, 
who had long sticks like javelins and 
Musketeers, who had a gun called a 
musket. 

1603- James I becomes King
1605-Gunpowder plot
1623- Charles I becomes King
1642- English Civil War starts


